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It’s a Bug’s Life


Smallpox Vaccination 

  The President recently announced a plan to help protect Americans against the threat of a smallpox attack.  Under the plan the Department of Health and Human Services will work with state and local governments to develop Smallpox Response Teams.  Members of the teams will be vaccinated and can respond immediately to provide critical services in the event of an attack.  Under the new plan, the federal government is not recommending the vaccine for the general public at this time.  

  The President also announced that the Department of Defense will begin to administer the vaccine to certain military and civilian personnel who are or may be deployed to high threat areas.  Although the vaccine is effective if administered shortly after exposure, it may not be feasible to vaccinate military personnel in an emergency overseas.  The DODs response is to pre-vaccinate overseas troops and civilians.

  There is no reason to believe that a smallpox attack is imminent, however, the events of September and October 2001 have heightened concern that terrorist groups may have access to the virus and may attempt to use it against the United States or it’s interests.  The US has taken action to improve its level of preparedness and currently has sufficient quantities of the vaccine to vaccinate every person in the event of an emergency.  

  For more information about smallpox, visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website:  www.cdc.gov/smallpox
Tuberculosis:  PPD Skin Testing 
  Annual screening for tuberculosis is required for all BAMC personnel under provision of Army Regulation 40-5 and BAMC Memo 40-401.  The TB skin test is the current method used.  BAMC has implemented birth-month testing.  If it's your birth month, you're due.  

  The Department of Preventive Medicine has outlined the following guidelines for skin testing protocol for BAMC personnel.  
· Uniformed military personnel: Skin testing at either McWethy TMC or the Family Medicine Clinic.
· GS Employees/BAMC Volunteers: BAMC Allergy/Immunization Clinic, daily, with the exception of Thursday (hours are 0745-1130 and 1315-1600).  GS personnel who work in the FMC may receive TB skin testing there.  

Skin tests must be read 48 or 72 hours after being placed - no exceptions - by the clinic where they were placed, and documented in the health record or Occupational Health Record.

· Contract Personnel: Currently, contract personnel must secure testing through the contractor and bring documentation to BAMC Occupational Health.

Questions should be directed to Occupational Health at 5-2437 or 6-6897.

We would like to wish you and yours a
Merry Christmas

&

Prosperous New Year









